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University Comenius University in Bratislava 

Faculty Faculty of Social and Economic Sciences 

Course´s node  

Course´s name Introduction to Turkish Studies 

Type, scope and method 

of teaching activities 

2 hours of lectures per week, 

Methods of an educational activities that are carried 

out: full-time 

Recommended 

semester/trimester of 

study 

summer semester 

Level of study unspecified  

Prerequisites - 

Conditions for passing 

the course 

50 points for an active participation in seminars 

30 points for preparing a seminar essay 

10 points for a presentation of a seminar essay 

10 points for quizes, games, etc. during lectures 

 

Overall evaluation of the course is as follows: 

A 100 – 91 

B   90 – 81 

C   80 – 73  

D   72 – 66  

E   65 – 60  

FX – 59 

Learning outcomes The main objective of the course Introduction to Turkish 

Studies is to introduce various matters, related to 

Turkish Republic as a country, whose international 

demand of understanding grows rapidly year after year. 

Highly flexible curriculum and course´s syllabus offer 

students a wide range of information on history, 

politics, economics, sociology, conflict resolution and 

culture. Students will acquire a basic overview of 

development, the current settings, as well as the 

direction to which the modern Turkish Republic is 

heading to. A significant portion of time will be given to 

the  focus on Turkey´s place in Europe and between the 

world powers (G-20). Theoretical knowledge of the 

political development of the Republic in the context of 

prospective membership in the European Union may be 

used for further analytical research of the region, as 

well as for other related studies of political sciences. 

Course´s content  Introduction to Turkish Studies and historical 

foundations of the Ottoman Empire 

 Establishment of the first Republic of Turkey – 

from an empire to a republic of European type 

 Mustafa Kemal Ataturk - the father of modern 

Turkey, his reforms and the foundations of 

secularism 



 The challenges of state-building and multiparty 

political system 

 Military coups and military power of the 

Republic of Turkey 

 Origin and evolution of political Islam in Turkey 

 Turkish policy of the new millennium - 

constitution, political systems and party 

ideologies 

 Modern Turkish society - Islamization, 

polarization and minorities 

 Trauma of today's Turkey - domestic protests, 

regional allies and unresolved disputes with 

neighbors (Cyprus, Armenia, Syria, etc.) 

 Turkey embraced/captivated by world powers – 

relations with China, Russia, the United States 

and international organizations 

 The (never-)ending journey to the European 

Union - past relations, development, stagnation 

and the perspectives of the full membership of 

Turkey in the European Union 

 Quo Vadis, Turkey? - theoretical perspective vs. 

political and social will in so called New Turkey 

Recommended reading Ahmet Davutoğlu, Strategic Depth: Turkey's 

International Position (Küre Yayinlari, 2000); 

Philip Gordon & Omer Taspinar, Winning Turkey: 

How America, Europe and Turkey Can Revive a Fading 

Partnership (Brookings Institution Press, 2008); 

William Hale, Turkish Foreign Policy 1774 - 2000 

(Frank Cass, 2002[2000]); 

William Hale & Ali Carkoglu, The Politics of Modern 

Turkey - Volume I – IV (Routledge,  2008); 

Stephen Kinzer, Crescent and Star: Turkey Between 

Two Worlds (Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 2001); 

Bernard Lewis, The Emergence of Modern 

Turkey (Oxford University Press, 1968[1961]);  

Andrew Mango, Ataturk: The Biography of the founder 

of Modern Turkey (The Overlook Press, 2002[1999]); 

Andrew Mango, The Turks Today (The Overlook Press, 

2006[2004]); 

Ed. by Nathalie Tocci, Talking Turkey in Europe: 

Towards a Differentiated Communication Strategy 

(Italian Institute for International Affairs, 2008); 

The European Commission, Turkey´s progress report 

2015. 

Language, knowledge of 

which is required 

English language 

Notes  



Course assessment Total student assessment: it is the actual number of 

student assessment since the introduction of the course 

until its latest update. 

It indicates the percentage of evaluation of students who 

have received grades A to FX. The total sum of a, b, c, 

d, e, f is 100. If a student in the same year was graded 

by the FX and after the second enrolment to the  courses 

he/she will obtain grade D, both grades shall be taken 

into consideration. 

Teacher PhDr. Lucia Yar 

Date of the last 

modification 
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