Okruhy otazok na magisterské Statne skusky
Topics for the MA state exams
2025/2026

POLITIKY EU / POLICIES OF THE EU

1.

Koncepty europeizacie. / The concepts of europeanisation.

Socialna politika — Aké st kompetencie EU v tejto oblasti. Do akej miery sa jej EU venuje?
Preco st kompetencie EU v oblasti socialnej politiky limitované? Socialpolicy. What are t
he EU competencies in this area?

To what extent is the EU concerned with social policy? Why are its competencies in this
area limited?

Jednotny eurépsky trh - principy, vyznam, problémy. Single European Market - principles,
role, challenges.

Spolo¢na polnohospoddrska politika (SPP) — aké su hlavné dévody pre jej zavedenie a
premeny v priebehu uplynulych desatroci? EU policies Common

Agricultural Policy - what are the key reasons for introducing, changes/modifications wit
hin last decades?

Obtianstvo EU. Obsah obcianstva EU, koreldcie k principom obéianstva podla
medzinarodného prava (dvojité, viacnasobné obcianstvo).

EU Citizenship. Contentof the citizenship in the European Union, correlation with the pri
nciples of citizenship according to International Law (double, multiple citizenship).

Charakteristiky a rozdiely medzi rozsirovanim EU a politikou susedstva EU. Characteristics
and differences between EU enlargement and EU neighborhood policy.

Vysvetlite Specifickost rozhodovacieho procesu v oblasti Spolo¢nej zahranicnej a
bezpe&nostnej politiky EU a Spolo¢nej bezpeénostnej a obrannej politiky

EU. Explain the specificity of the decision-

making process in the area of EU Common Foreign and Security Policy and Common Sec
urity and Defence Policy.

Urcite ulohy Politicko-

bezpecnostného vyboru v tvorbe zahraniénej politiky EU a vysvetlite pre¢o sa povazuje
za jej pilier

(lynchpin)? Identify the competencesof the Political and Security Committee in the EU fo
reign policy making and explain why it is called a , lynchpin®

of the EU foreign policy making?

Koncepcie mocnosti EU a ich aplikacia v praxi (civilna, normativna, vojenskd mocnost,
pripadne iné koncepcie). Conceptions of EU power and their applicationin practise (civili
an, normative, military power, plus other conceptions of possible).
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Vysvetlite koncept , bezpecénosti ludstva® a zdévodnite tvrdenie, Ze je to ,, Eurdpsky
sposob bezpe¢nosti“ na zaklade bezpeénostnych stratégii EU (2003, 2008, 2016),
Barcelonskej a Madridskej spravy. Explain the concept of human security and justify the ¢
laim that it is a “European Way of Security” based on the EU security strategies (2003, 20
08, 2016), Barcelona and Madrid Report.

Definujte nerovnosti v o¢akavanych schopnostiach (capability-expectations gap) a
vysvetlite ich pévod v diskusii zameranej na EU ako aktéra zahraniénejpolitiky. M6Zu byt t
ieto nerovnosti v o¢akavanych schopnostiach aplikované i na dnesnu Eurépsku

Uniu? Define the “capability-expectations gap”

and explain itsroots in the debate related to EU

as foreign policy actor. Can be the capability-

expectations gap applied on the current European Union actorness?

Akény plan EU pre [udské prava a demokraciu — ¢o méze EU urobit pre ,,UdrZiavanie
problematiky ludskych prav v centre programu EU“ EU Action Plan forHuman Rights and
Democracy — what can the EU do for maintaining human rights in the centre

of the EU programme.

Azylové a migra¢nd politika EU — cesta po Dublin a aktuélne vyzvy - ¢o po Dubline? Princi
p solidarity v migraénej politike a spolo¢ny azylovy systém.

EU Asylumand migration policy — road to Dublin

and current challenges — what next? Principle of solidarity

in migration policy and common asylum system.

EU ako svetovy donor v rdmci rozvojovej spoluprace. Zmeny, priority a siéasné vyzvy
rozvojovej politiky pre EU a pre svetovi komunitu. EU as a world donor

in development cooperation. Changes, priorities and current challenges of development
policy for the EU and world community.

Zaujmy, institucie a identity v eurdpskej zahrani¢nej politike — ako sa formuje sic¢asna
eurdpska zahranicna politika? Interests, institutions and identities in thestudy of Europea
n foreign policy — how is the current EU foreign policy formed?

Medzinarodny obchod v zahraniénej politike EU — konflikt ekonomickych a politickych
zaujmov EU. Je obchod ndstrojom alebo cielom presadzovania sa EU v medzinarodnych
vztahoch? International trade in the EU foreign policy — conflict of economic and political
interests of the EU. Is trade a tool or

a goal of the EU selfpromotion in international relations?

Zhodnotte zahrani¢nopolitické priority Slovenskej republiky v dokumentoch.

Ako sa vyvijali v ¢ase a priestore? Co je ich kfu€ovym obsahom
a ako sa menil v zavislosti od pozicie Slovenskej republiky v medzindrodnom spoloéenstv
e? Nakolko reflektuje tento obsah geopoliticku realitu? Evaluate the Foreign

Policy priorities of the Slovak Republic. How did they develop in time and space? What is
their most important content and how did ich change depending on the position of
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Slovakia in the international community? How much does this content reflect the
geopolitical reality?

Ako sa operacionalizuje slovenska zahrani¢na politika v ndrodnej perspektive? Aka je jej
inStituciondlna Struktura? Ako suvisi historické pozadie naSej zahrani¢nej politiky so
suc¢asnym dianim? Ako sa formuluji postoje a ich komunikacia?-Popiste na jednom
konkrétnom priklade jednotlivé postupy/principy na troch politickych Urovniach (MZVEZ
SR, uv SR a KP SR)./ How is Slovak Foreign Policy operationalized in
a national perspective? What is its institutional structure? How is its historical backgroun
d and formation related to its most important communicated positions in relation to
current events? Using an example, describe the individual procedures/principles at three
political levels.

Bezpecénostné vyzvy, modernizacia a strategické ukotvenie Slovenskej republiky:—
vysvetlite, ako funguje obrannd Struktura SR a proces obranného planovania v ramci
jednotlivych politickych zloZiek (napr. Akd je rola hlavného velitela ozbrojenych sil SR?)
Opiste a vysvetlite aspon tri hlavné nastroje obrannej politiky(?) ¥/ Security challenges,
modernization and strategic anchoring of the Slovak Republic:-—Explain how the defense
structure of the Slovak Republic and the defense planning process work within individual
political entities (e.g. What is the role of the Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces of
the Slovak Republic?) Describe and explain at least three main defense policy
instruments? Explain.

Energeticko — klimatické ciele v transformacii slovenskej zahrani¢nej politiky:= Posudte
redlnost a politické implikacie plnenia hlavnych klimatickych ciefov EU v zahrani¢ne;j
politike SR a jej nastroje v kontexte udrziavania obranyschopnosti a pretrvavajucej
geopolitickej nestability./ Energy-climate goals in the transformation of Slovak foreign
policy:= Assess the feasibility and political implications of fulfilling the main EU climate
goals in the Slovak Foreign Policy and its instruments in the context of maintaining
defense capability and ongoing geopolitical instability.

Niekolko ¢lenskych Statov presadzuje prechod na hlasovanie kvalifikovanou vacsinou
(QMV), a to najma v oblasti spolocnej zahrani¢nej a bezpecnostnejpolitiky (SZBP).
PredloZte argumenty preco je v zaujme Slovenskej republiky podporit ale aj nepodporit
tento ndvrh a vysvetlite Vase dovody. Vysvetlite ¢i a akyvplyv by tato zmena mala na
koncept suverenity ako je chapany v medzinarodnych vztahoch./ Several member states
are promoting the transition to qualifiedmajority voting (QMV), especially in the area of
the Common Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP). Present arguments why it is in the
interest of the Slovak Republic to either support or not support this proposal, and
explain your reasons. Explain whether and what effect this change would have on the
concept of sovereigntyas acknowledged in international relations.

Aké su nastroje obrannej politiky? Kto tvori civilni obrannu civilnd $truktaru? Co z
obrannej perspektivy prinasa ¢lenstvo SR v NATO a EU?/ What are the instruments of the
defense policy? Who constitutes the civil defense civil structure? What does Slovakia's
membership in NATO and the EU entail from the perspective of defense?
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Vlysvetlite rozdiel medzi konceptom diferencovanej integracie a diferenciaciou. Co
znamena opt-out a opt-in. Aky vplyv to ma na proces eurdpskej integracie? Explain the
distinction between differentiated integration and differentiation. Define opt-out and opt-
in. Assess the impact of differentiated integration on theEuropean integration process.

Charakterizujte prvky a porovnajte pristupy novej nadndrodnej spoluprace (new
supranationalism) a novej medzivlddnej spoluprdce (new intergovernmentalism)
stradi¢nymi pristupmi. V ¢om sa liSia a v ¢om su podobne? Aky vplyv maju na proces
europskej integracie? Discuss and compare the approaches of newsupranationalism and
new intergovernmentalism with traditional theories of European integration. Highlight the
differences and similarities between them. Evaluate their impact on the European
integration process.

Ako polykriza (polycrisis) v EU ovplyvnila pracu a tlohu Eurépskej rady a Rady. Vysvetlite
dosledky tohto vplyvu na "demokraticky deficit", ako to ovplyvnilo "aktérstvo EU"v
medzinarodnom systéme?-Objasnite vnutro instituciondlnu dynamiku, ktora tento proces
sprevadza(la) a objasnite dynamiku zmien na politicky systém EU. Discuss how the work
and role of the European Council and various Council formations have been influenced by
the polycrisis in the EU. Explain the consequences of this influence on the "democratic
deficit". Explore the development of the "EU's actorness" in the international system,
clarify the intra-institutional dynamics surrounding this process, and elucidate on the
change dynamics within the EU's political system.

Vysvetlite  pojmy "neobmedzend medzivlddna  spolupraca" (unconstrained
intergovernmentalism) a "obmedzend nandndrodna spolupraca (constrained
supranationalism) v rdmci vladnutia v EU. Uvedte priklad. Explain and demonstrate the
approach of ‘unconstrained intergovernmentalism’ and ‘constrained supranationalism’ in
the countours of the EU governance.



MEDZINARODNA POLITIKA / INTERNATIONAL POLITICS

1. Medzinarodné vztahy v politickom mysleni / International relations in political
thought

2.Medzinarodné pravo / International law

3.0rganizacie a institlucie /Organizations and institutions

1. Realizmus ako tedria medzinarodnych vztahov. Charakterizujte klasicky realizmus,
neoklasicky realizmus a Strukturalny realizmus (neorealizmus) a uvedte, v com sa tieto
pristupy podobaju a lisia. Vysvetlite koncept ,vazriovej dilemy" (,,prisoner’s dilemma”)./
Realism in international relations theory. Name and explain the different types of
realism: classical, neoclassical, structural (neorealism). Discuss the similarities and
differences between them. Explain the prisoner’s dilemma.

2. Vysvetlite, akd ulohu hra v medzinarodnych vztahoch a strategickych stadiach koncept
odstrasovania (,,deterrence”). OpiSte koncepty viazanosti (,commitment”) a
doveryhodnosti (,,credibility”), stratégiu politiky na pokraji vojny (,,brinkmanship”) a
palenia mostov (,,burning of bridges”), hru na kura (,,game of chicken”) a saldmovu
taktiku (,,salami tactics”). Porovnajte doktriny hromadnej odvety (,,massive retaliation”) a
pruznej reakcie (,flexible response”)./ Explain the concept of deterrence in IR and
strategic studies. Discuss the problems of commitment and credibility, the strategy of
brinkmanship, burning of bridges, the game of chicken and salami tactics. Compare the
doctrines of massive retaliation and flexible response.

3. Liberalizmus, liberdlny institucionalizmus a tedria reZimov v medzinarodnych vztahoch.
Vysvetlite, v Com spociva problém kolektivnej akcie, a ako medzinarodné institucie
prispievaju k jeho rieSeniu. OpiSte koncept Cierneho pasaZiera (,free riding”) a rozdiel
medzi hrami s kladnym a nulovym suctom (,,positive-sum game” a ,,zero-sum game”).
Opiste zakladné premisy tedrie demokratického mieru./ Liberalism, liberal
institutionalism and regime theory in IR. Explain the collective action problem in IR and
how international institutions can help in solving it. Discuss free riding. Explain the
difference between positive and zero sum games. Explain the democratic peace theory.

4. Charakterizujte tedrie regiondlnej (eurdpskej) integracie. Porovnajte neofunkcionalizmus
a liberalny intergovernmentalizmus. Vysvetlite rozdiel medzi konceptmi prelievania
(,,spillover”) a odlievania (,,spillback”). /Discuss theories of regional (European)
integration. Compare and contrast neofunctionalism and liberal intergovernmentalism.
Explain “spillover” and “spillback”

5. Vysvetlite relevanciu Studia identity a uznavania v medzinarodnych vztahoch.
Charakterizujte narativnu tedriu akcie (,,narrative theory of action”) od Erika Ringmara a
uvedte priklady jej aplikacie z oblasti histérie medzinarodnych vztahov. / Explain the role
of recognition and identity studies in IR theory. Discuss Erik Ringmar’s narrative theory of
action and provide examples from the history of IR.

6. Na zaklade empirickych prikladov vysvetlite aplikaciu neoinstitucionalnej organizacnej
tedrie v medzinarodnych vztahoch. Definujte rozdiely medzi logikou vhodnosti (,,logic of
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appropriateness”) a logikou vyhodnosti/logikou oc¢akavanych nasledkov (“logic of
expected consequences”). / Using empirical examples explain how neo-institutionalist
organizational theory can be used to study IR. Explain and compare the logic of
appropriateness and the logic of expected consequences.

Vysvetlite tedriu sekuritizacie. Definujte nasledovné pojmy: sekuritiza¢ny akt
(,,securitizing move”), sekuritizacni aktéri (“securitizing actors”),
desekuritizacia(“desecuritization”). Uvedte, aké su predpoklady uspechu alebo
neuspechu v ramci procesu socialnej konstrukcie hrozieb. / Discuss securitization theory.
Define the terms: securitizing move, securitizing actors, desecuritization. Explain the
conditions under which social construction of threats can succeed or fail.

Opiste vychodiska kritickej geopolitiky a socidlnej konstrukcie geografického priestoru.
Uvedte, akym spésobom dochadza k socidlnej konstrukcii regidénov, svoje tvrdenia
podlozte empirickymi prikladmi./ Explain critical geopolitics and the social construction
of geographical space. Using empirical examples explain how regions can be socially
constructed.

|dentifikujte su¢asné , hrozby*“ ktoré stoje v centre pozornosti NATO a EU. N&sledne
urcite a vysvetlite rozdielne pristupy k bezpecnosti v rdmci tychto medzinarodnych
organizacii. Identify the current threats defined by the NATO and EU. Determine and
explain the diverse approaches to security in these organisations.

Migracia ako hrozba — sekuritizacia v rukach politikov a médii. Migration as threat —
securitization in the hands of politicians and media

Vysvetlite aplikaciu principov bona fide and pacta sund servanda v prave
medzindrodnych zmludv. Vyuzite judikatdru Medzinarodného sudneho dvora. Explain the
application of bona fide and “pacta sund servanda’ in the Law of international treaties.
Use the case law of ICJ.

Diplomatické a pravne rieSenia poruseni noriem a principov — kto nesie zodpovednost a
aka je jej vynutitelnost v medzindrodnom prave? Kedy mozno uplatnit sankcie v
medzinarodnom prave? Uvedte redlne priklady z praxe. /Diplomatic and legal solutions
of violations of norms and principles — who bears responsibility and what are the
enforcement mechanisms in IL? When is it possible to impose sanctions in IL? Provide
real examples from practice.

Stat v medzindrodnom prave. Montevidejsky dohovor, znaky $tatu a uznanie. Aka je
legitimita novych Statov v si¢asnom svetovom usporiadani? V akych pripadoch moze byt
vytvoreny novy $tat na zaklade prava na sebaurcenie (napr. Kosovo, Juzny Sudan)? State
in international law. Montevideo convention, features of state and recognition. What
legitimacy does the new states have in current world system? In what cases can new
states emerge on the basis of right to selfdetermination (i.e. Kosovo, South Sudan)?

Cudzinci v medzindrodnom prave. Postavenie a prava migrantov, Ziadatelov o azyl a os6b
bez statneho prislusenstva. Aka je uloha UN a UNHCR pri ochrane oséb v
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medzindrodnom priestore? Foreigners in International Law. Position and rights of
migrants, asylum seekers, and stateless persons. What is the role of the UN and UNHCR
in protection of persons in international arena?

Pozitivny zavazok Statu dodrziavat prava deti, nediskriminaciu Zien, prava migrantov v
kontexte dohovorov OSN. Aké su povinnosti Statov vyplyvajuce zmedzinarodnych
dohovorov a aké pradvomoci maju vybory vyplyvajuce z dohovorov v spominanych
oblastiach? Positive commitment of states to promote rights of child, non-discrimination
of women and rights of migrants in the context of the UN Conventions. What are the
duties of the states as stated in international conventions and what competencies do the
committees as stated in the conventions in above mentioned areas?

Reprezentdcia $tatu v medzinarodnych vztahoch. Kto reprezentuje stat v
medzinarodnych organizaciach, na medzinarodnych konferenciach? Preco ludskopravne
medzinarodné zmluvy ratifikuje prezident? State representation in international
relations. Who does represent state in international organisationsor international
conferences? Why are international treaties ratified by the president?

Identifikujte rozsah vysad a imunit ¢lenov diplomatického zboru (stalych zastupeni, pri
medzinarodnych organizaciach, v rdmci Specialnych misii). V ¢om spociva systém
diplomatickych vysad a preco je nevyhnutné mat pre diplomatov trestnopravnu a
administrativnu imunitu na GUzemi iného Statu? Ako IL pristupuje k Spionazi alebo
kybernetickému zlocinu v kontexte diplomatickych imunit? Identify the scope of
privileges and immunities of the members of diplomatic corps (permanent
representations in international organizations, special missions). What is the aim of the
diplomatic privileges and why is it necessary to have criminal and administrative
immunity for diplomats in the territory of other state? How the IL treats espionage or
cyber-crime within the context of diplomatic immunities?

Konzuldrne pravo — tlohy a obsah ¢innosti v kontexte medzinarodnych vztahov,
medzinarodného obchodu a ochrany ob¢anov materského statu. /Consular law— roles
and content of the activities in the context of international relations, international trade
and protection of citizens of the sending state.

Vysvetlite pre¢o mdzeme povazovat medzinarodné humanitarne pravo za relevantné v
suc¢asnom svete, prip. pre¢o by sme nemali? Ako sa aplikuju principy humanitarneho
prava v sucasnych konfliktoch? /Explain why can we consider the international
humanitarian law relevant in current world or why we shouldn’t. How are the principles
of international humanitarian law applied in recent conflicts?

Medzinarodné sudy a arbitrdz. Vysvetlite charakter sporov, ktoré rieSi Medzinarodny
sudny dvor, Medzinarodny trestny tribunal a medzindrodné arbitrazne sudy a vymenujte
aspon jeden konkrétny realny alebo hypoteticky pripad pri kazdom z nich. International
courts and arbitration. Define the character of conflicts solved by International Court of
Justice, International Criminal Court and International arbitration courts and provide at
least one example of concrete real or hypothetical case that was or might be dealt
before each of the courts.



21. Uvedte zakladny réamec medzinarodného trestného prava. Aké trestné Ciny a zloCiny
rozozndva medzindrodného trestné pravo a akym spésobom su naviazané na
medzindrodného humanitdrne pravo? Aka je uloha a pravomoci Medzinarodného
trestného sudu a ad hoc tribunalov? / Identify the basic framework of international
criminal law. What crimes and elements are recognized in international criminal law and
how are they related to international humanitarian law? What are the role and powers
of the International Criminal Court and ad hoc tribunals?

22. Identifikujte principy medzinarodného prava zivotného prostredia. Aké rozdelenie uloh a
aké ciele obsahuje Aarhusky dohovor a Parizky dohovor v oblasti ochrany Zivotného
prostredia? Definujte kto je right-bearer a right-holder v ochrane Zivotného prostredia
podla medzinarodného prava. / Identify the principles of international environmental
law. What is the division of tasks and what objectives are contained in the Aarhus
Convention and the Paris Convention in the field of environmental protection? Define
who is a right-bearer and right-holder in environmental protection under international
law.



POLITICKA ANALYZA / POLITICAL ANALYSIS

1. Dizajn a typy kvalitativneho vyskumu (explordcia, deskripcia, explikacia a predikcia). Typy
pripadovych studii v kvalitativnom vyskume. Zovseobecnitelnost a replikovatelnost v
kvalitativnom vyskume. Research design and types of qualitative research (exploration,
description, explanation and prediction). Types of casestudy in qualitative research.
Generalizability and replicability in qualitative research.

2. Pristupy ku kvalitativnemu vyskumu — fenomenologicky vyskum, akény vyskum, zakotvend
tedria, historicky vyskum, komparativny vyskum. Ich porovnanie, ucel a Specifika.
Approaches to qualitative research — phenomenological research, action-based research,
grounded theory, historical research, comparative research. Their comparison, objectives
and specific considerations.

3. Etnograficky vyskum a pozorovanie — typy a principy, terénne poznamky, etika vyskumu,
vyzvy a zaujatost (bias). Ethnographic research and observation — types and principles,
fieldnotes, ethical considerations, challenges and biases.

4. Kvalitativny rozhovor a fokusova skupina — typy a ciele, proces rozhovoru, vyber
respondentov, otazky na rozhovor, etika vyskumu, informovany suhlas. Qualitative
interview and focus group — types and purpose, interview process, choosing respondents,
interview questions, ethical considerations, informed consent and approval.

5. Analyza textu (tematicka a obsahova analyza), analyza diskurzu, analyza pravnych
dokumentov — principy, druhy a rozdiely, spracovanie textu, kddovanie a analyza. Text
analysis (thematic and content analysis), discourse analysis, analysis of legal documents —
principles, types and differences, processing, coding and analyzing.

6. Vyskumny dizajn (explora¢ny a konfirmacny) a typy kvantitativneho vyskumu (exploracny,
deskriptivny, explanacny, evaluacny). Nomotetické a idiografické poznanie. Kvantitativne,
kvalitativne a zmieSané metddy. Jednotka analyzy, konceptualizacia, operacionalizicia -
realne, nomindlne a operacné definicie. Research design (exploratory and confirmatory)
and types of quantitative research (exploration, description, explanation, evaluation).
Nomothetic and idiographic knowledge. Quantitative, qualitative and mixed methods.
Unit of analysis, conceptualization, operationalization — real, nominal, and operational
definitions.

7. Veda, pseudoveda, vedecky vyskum, etika vyskumu, kriza reprodukovatelnosti, pochybné
vyskumné postupy, postupy otvorenej vedy, metaanalyza, GIGO, primarne a sekundarne
data, zdroje a uloziska dat, format IMRaD. Science, pseudoscience, scientific research,
research ethics, reproducibility crisis, questionable research practices, open science
practices, metaanalysis, GIGO, primary and secondary data, data sources and repositories,
IMRaD format.

8. Urovne merania (NOIR = nominalne, ordindlne, intervalové, pomerové), indexy a kaly,
kategorické premenné, rozdelenie frekvencii, miery centralnej tendencie (modus, median,
priemer), miery rozptylu (rozsah, smerodajna odchylka a rozptyl). Levels of measurement



(NOIR = nominal, ordinal, interval, ratio), indexes and scales, categorical variables,
frequency distributions, measures of central tendency (mode, median, mean), measures
of dispersion (range, standard deviation and variance).

9. Dotaznikovy vyskum, dotaznik, vineta, kognitivne rozhovory, otvorené a uzavreté otazky,
Cronbachovo a (alfa), vyber vzorky, chyba vyberu vzorky, ndhodny vyber vzorky,
systematicky vyber vzorky, velkost vzorky, neodpovede, chybajice Udaje, populdcia,
WEIRD. Survey, questionnaire, vignette, cognitive interviews, open and closed questions,
Cronbach’s a (alpha), sampling, sampling error, random sampling, systematic sampling,
sample size, nonresponse, missing data, population, WEIRD.

10. Experimentdlny dizajn, interna a externad validita, kontrafaktualy, kontrolna skupina,
randomizovana kontrolovand studia, méatica premennd, reverznd kauzalita, smer a
porovnanie hypotézy, alternativna a nulova hypotéza, falosna pozitivita, falosSna negativita,
chyba typu I a Il, NHST. Experimental designs, internaland external validity,
counterfactuals, control group, randomized controlled trial, confounder, reverse
causation, direction and comparison of a hypothesis, alternative and null hypothesis,
false-positive, false-negative, Type | and Il error, NHST.



