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Chris Hann in his most recent book on Reptriating Polanyi claims that “ the deeper cause of Brexit is 
not migration from the Visegád countries but the institutions of a global neoliberal order”. Even 
more this is not only the case in Britain but also in Eastern Europe and we should see such historical 
changes as the rise of nationalism as a double movement against market utopia (Hann 2019, 321, 
Polanyi 1986, 2004) Very much in line with the interpretation of Hann, in 1945 Polányi himself also 
argued that the introduction a free market would lead to crazy nationalisms in Eastern  Europe: If the 
Atlantic Charter really committed us to restore free markets where they have disappeared, we might 
thereby be opening the door to the reintroduction of a crazy nationalism into regions from which it 
has disappeared. (Polanyi 2018, 5) 

The key question is thus what exact mechanisms of global history and global-local interplay led to the 
rise of “crazy nationalism”, how the material-cognitive links can be revealed and reconstructed. In 
this multilevel analysis first I provide a (in this paper a brief) historical structural analysis of 
demographic processes on global, European and national levels and the links toward changing public 
opinions and institutional responses. This will make a strong background for understanding 
developments in Hungary not as accidental moves by some elite groups, but the working out of 
global  processes in a local historical context. Then I focus exclusively on Hungary and review the 
policies and institutionalized norms on a national level.Finally I will see the interrelationship between 
material structures, processes, and popular political discourses in order to complete a complex and 
dynamic analysis of a new turn of  Hungarian demographic nationalism in the 2010s. 
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