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Editorial 

I n t r o d u c t i o n 

Since the beginning of the 20th century it has been increased discussion on minority 
issues and possible ways of protecting vulnerable and minority groups rights and 
also social inclusing of them to majority societies. 

When we use in the public speaking or in political surrounding the term „minority“, 
many claims that these peoples are become of very interest of societies and there is 
some trend of positive discrimination of them. This prejudice is especially in post-
communist countries presented in relation to Roma people. We consider minorities 
more general, and especially in relation to latest societal, legal and political 
development, this has to be clearly expressed and underlined – modern societies are 
respecting plurality and non-discrimination. Mutual understanding and social 
inclusion are principles respected by international community and individual 
sovereign states have to implement it within its positive obligation to human rights 
exercise and enforcement. Minority rights are regular human rights. 

Modern understanding of minorities led to new minority groups creation and all of 
them should be considered as the part of multicultural world in present. Of course it 
is very hard for majority society to understand existance of new social, political, 
national, cultural, sexual or religion minorities. Harder is also to provide them rights 
equally to other members of society, especially if it requested new or amended legal 
regulation. There is then played crucial role by international or regional actors and 
organisations. We should considered more then guaranteeing them civic rights and 
cultural rights (e.g. right for cultural heritage, right for protecting their culture, 
using the langugage etc.). The modern and plural society should understand this 
people equal in all possible areas of social and political life and as the innovation to 
the society development, without immediate prejudice of the contradiction of their 
existence. 

doc. JUDr. PhDr. Lucia Mokrá, PhD., 
FSES UK
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Forced sterilisation of Roma 
women – situation in Slovakia
JUDr. Alexandra Strážnická, 
LL.M., PhD.

• Introduction
The sterilisation of Roma 
women exists since the 
beginning of the 20th century 
in countries such as Norway 
and was continued during 
WWII in countries like 
Germany, Austria, Romania 
and Slovakia. After WWII the 
illegal sterilization of Roma 
women was particularly 
practiced in Eastern Europe. 
The majority of cases of non-
consensual sterilisations took 
place in former 
Czechoslovakia before the fall 
of the Soviet empire in 1990. 
Although this policy was 
officially abolished after 1990, 
some doctors continued the 
program under their own 
command.

The total number of women 
who were victims of these 
medical practices is very 
difficult to estimate as only a 
thousand of them were able to 
file complaints with the 
assistance of nongovernmental 
organizations. 

The difficulty of the 
criminalization process lies in 
the fact that doctors have 
managed to extort signatures 
to women about to give birth, 
explaining that sterilization 
was necessary for their present 
or future survival. Alongside 
the non-consensual operations 
after childbirth or abortions, 
many women were paid in the 
form of family allowances or 
threatened to be expelled or 
their children given to social 
services for example, in 
exchange for sterilization.

The negative consequences for 
these women are numerous: 
fear, shame and loss of the 
sense of femininity. 
Discriminations within their 
own community are to be 
expected as they can be 
abandoned by their husbands 
and marginalized as soon as 
their secret is known. 

• Situation in Slovakia

o The Centre for 
Reproductive Rights Report 
2003
The Centre for Reproductive 
Rights in cooperation with 
Poradňa pre občianske a 
ľudské práva (Košice) run a 
three-month fact-finding in 
2002 with regard to 
reproductive rights protection 
of Roma women in Slovakia. 
The practice of coercive 
sterilisation of Roma women 
in Slovakia is documented in 
detail in the report of 2003.  
The report documented 110 
cases since the fall of 
communism. The re¬search 
undertaken,  including 
extensive interviews with 
more than 230 women in 
almost 40 Romani settlements 
throughout eastern Slovakia in 
the region with the highest 
concentration of Roma, 
uncovered consistent patterns 
of health providers not gaining 
informed consent to 
sterilisation. 
In many cases women were 
given misleading or 
threatening infor¬mation and 
women were coerced into 
giving last-minute 
authorisations for 
sterilisations. The report notes 
that Romani woman were 
delayed or denied treatment in 
hospitals and ambulances 
from certain hospi¬tals were 
reported to refuse or delay 
services for pregnant women 
in Romani settlements. 
Romani women identified 
experiencing physical and 
verbal abuse and racial hatred 
at the hands of health care 
providers.
o The European Court of 
Human Rights 
As Romani women in Slovakia 
continue to be subject to 
violations of their human 
rights, particularly their 
reproductive rights, there are 
three decisions of the 
European Court of Human 
Rights (hereinafter reffered 
as ,,the Court”) versus the 
Slovak Republic,  in which the 
Court found that sterilization 
without prior full and 
informed consent violated the 
applicants’ right to be free 
from inhuman and degrading 
treatment and their right to 
respect for private and family 
life.   
In all three cases the applicants 
submitted that their ethnicity 
played a determining role in 
their sterilisation. The 
applicants claimed that they 
had received inferior 
treatment at the hospi¬tal due 
to racial prejudice on the part 
of medical personnel. The 
applicants also pointed to 
statements by public figures 
calling for regulation of Roma 
fertility. The applicants in all 
of the above cases submitted 
that they had a segregated 
service in “gypsy” rooms.
In V.C., the Court found that 
although there was no 
indication that medical staff 
intentionally ill-treated the 
applicant, they 
displayed ,,...gross disregard 
for her right to autonomy and 
choice as a patient...”. Similar 
to the case of V.C., in N.B., the 
Court stated that the 
procedure was incompatible 
with the requirement of 
respect for the applicant’s 
human freedom and dignity 
and violated Article 3. The 
same conclusion was reached 
in I.G. and Others.

The Court found that Slovakia 
failed to comply with its 
positive obligation under 
Article 8 of the Convention.
Having found a violation of 
the right to respect for private 
and family life according to 
Art. 8 of the Convention, the 
Court (majority of judges in 
the case) stated that it did not 
find it nec¬essary to separately 
determine if the principle of 
euqal treatment in Article 14 
of the Convention was also 
breached.
But there are some judges who 
disagree with the majority 
decision. As the dissenting 
Judge Mijovic states in V.C., 
the Court missed the essence 
of the case, and this is also true 
of N.B and I.G. and Others. 
The history of sterilisation 
policies targeted at Romani 
women, and the ongoing 
negative attitudes towards 
Roma, combined with a 
number of cases being 
presented to the Court, 
demonstrate discrimination. 

According to Judge 
Mijovic’s: ,,...The fact that 
there are other cases of this 
kind pending before the Court 
rein¬forces my personal 
conviction that the 
sterilisations performed on 
Roma women were not of an 
accidental nature, but relics of 
a long-standing attitude 
towards the Roma minority in 
Slovakia. To my mind, the 
applicant was “marked out” 
and observed as a patient who 
had to be sterilised just 
because of her origin, since it 
was obvious that there were no 
medically relevant reasons for 
sterilising her. In my view, 
that represents the strongest 
form of discrimination and 
should have led to a finding of 
a violation of Article 14 in 
connection with the violations 
found of Articles 3 and 8 of 
the Convention...“.

In each of the three cases, the 
Court posits Roma as a 
vulnerable group without 
making ref¬erence to the 
structural factors that result in 
the marginalisation of Roma. 
The judgments in relation to 
Article 8 note that the State 
failed to comply with its 
positive obligation to protect 
the applicants as members of 
the “vulnerable Roma 
community”. The description 
of the applicants as members 
of the vulnerable Roma 
community without reference 
to state policies or an 
examination of discrimination 
dislocates this vulnerability 
from the structures that have 
caused this. The role of the 
state in this is obscured. The 
Court received numerous 
reports that revealed 
systematic state discrimination 
against Roma, across a 
number of are-as. These 
included segregated maternal 
health services, the delay and 
denial of health care to Roma 
and discrimination in other 
areas of health, education and 
employment.  

An intersec¬tional analysis by 
the Court would have 
considered the structural 
factors at work and linked this 
“vulnerability” of Romani 
women to the policies and 
practices of Slovakia. Another 
key issue with the Court’s 
interpretation was the focus 
on the intention of the 
medi¬cal practitioners. 
Whether discrimination is 
intentional is not the relevant 
factor in determin¬ing if the 
legal test for discrimination 
has been satisfied. 

o UN Committee on the 
Eliminatioin of the 
Discrimination against 
Women (CEDAW) 
In the Conclusing 
observations on the combined 
fifth and sixth periodic reports 
of Slovakia the UN CEDAW 
pointed out several long-term 
problems and violations of 
women's human rights and 
urges the Government of the 
Slovak Republic to take steps 
towards proper fulfilment of 
women's rights in the country. 
The UN CEDAW also 
expressed concerns about the 
inability of the justice system 
to provide appropriate, 
effective and gender-sensitive 

A single type of child: Canada
By Sofia Esmeralda Morales

       One fish, two fish, red fish, blue fish.  Black fish, blue fish, old 
fish, new fish.  This one has a little car. This one has a little star. Say! 
What a lot of fish there are.                                                                     (Dr. Seuss)

In the young days of Canada, there existed three main categories of different types of people: 
(1) French Canadians, (2) English Canadians, and (3) indigenous people.  The category of
indigenous people has only evolved in its given name. It has fluctuated from indigenous to
natives, to Aboriginals, to First Nations; nonetheless, the category remained alive to this day.
When in 1867 Canada became a new federation, with its own constitution, and
independence from Britain, along with celebrations for the newly inaugurated sovereignty,
there existed a strong yearning to build the new country’s identity, to establish a nation.
What would be the characteristics of a Canadian person? What would Canada stand for?
What would be Canadian culture?

From relations of collaboration to relations of oppression

Communications and relations of Aboriginal (indigenous) people and Europeans can be 
traced back to the beginnings of exploration and colonization of the land now called Canada; 
hundreds of years of interaction. In the 15th and 16th centuries, the colonizing French and 
British began relations with Aboriginal people for purposes such as alliances, but 
communications existed as well for reasons of survival, to the harsh Canadian winter, and 
trade (the beginnings of the well-known North American fur trade). In fact, the word Canada 
comes from the First Nations word, Kanata, meaning village or settlement . The relationship 
between European explorers and Aboriginal First Nations was, in the beginning, healthy   
and   beneficial   to   both   groups.
However, as years passed and Europeans 
remained in this land, they began 
to see the huge fortunes they 
could make through the 
exploitation of resources (e.g. timber, 
fur, fish, and the question if they could 
even find gold). Of course, as in 
many other points of history, 
ambition leads to greed, which leads 
to desperate efforts to obtain what 
one is ambitious for, leading to civic 
disruption,   injustice,   and   even  war. 4
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When European colonizers began claiming land tribes had already claimed as theirs decades 
earlier, right in front of their eyes, tribes witnessed land being stolen from them. There was 
anger from Aboriginal people when they saw the deleterious ways in which the Europeans 
treated the land (e.g. creating new fields by burning forests); harmony between people and 
land / nature was pertinent to Aboriginal First Nations cultures, the European manner was 
completely contradictory. 
Indeed, therefore, in Kanata / Canada, war did break out after some time of struggle of land-
claims between European colonizers and Aboriginal tribes, and within this antagonism also 
came war cruelties (e.g. rapes, casualties, hostages, etc.). There were certain cases, often for 
disputes over land, where tribes were divided and turned against each other, or separated 
completely, by force of circumstances. This only added discernment to the rivalry. The 
important note to make is that this cultural clash was the main ground in the reason for 
conflict. 
Seeing opportunity in the instability caused by the conflict and separation of tribes, Europeans 
tried to impose the European Christian beliefs, moralities, and norms on the Aboriginal tribes. 
Of course, at first, tribes rejected this and pushed back. However, when the Europeans “won” 
the wars, had colonized and gained absolute power over the land, Aboriginal First Nations 
lost autonomy over themselves. In the theft of their land, Aboriginal people were weakened, 
and left destitute, vulnerable to the European assimilation efforts. 

A Form of Cultural Extinguishment: Residential Schools 

Here, we refer back to the different categories or types of people present in young Canada, but 
who was the real “Canadian”? The government at this time faced the challenge of uniting 
multiple languages, cultures, ethnicities, and histories into a single sense of nationhood. The 
beginning of one form of a possible solution, to the problem of creating “Canadian”, was 
passed onto the federal government from the British colonial government in the form of what 
is termed the Indian Act. The Act treated indigenous people as children to be brought up, as a 
group homogenizing to the European manner . In an effort to facilitate the process, to be able 
to faster integrate the indigenous people into European-Canadian society (specifically the 
workforce), the federal government placed a policy termed “aggressive assimilation”. Under 
this policy, the English language, Christianity, and European manner would be severely 
imposed on indigenous  people, especially children as they were seen as the most culturally 
malleable, in the hopes that eventually, indigenous tradition would be rashly diminished, 
ideally completely eliminated. 
In its next step, the Canadian federal government developed under this policy church-run, 
government funded, industrial schools, named “Indian Residential Schools”. Although there 
still is some debate regarding when the first residential school opened, the main rule of this 
education policy is confirmed; attendance was mandatory by all Aboriginal children, 
sometimes as early as the age of 5. Aboriginal children were often taken away forcefully from 
their families, to become boarders at the schools. They would then remain enrolled in the 
institutions, with limited contact to home, for extended periods of time.  
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Life on a Residential School  

In the Residential School system, it was imposed on the attending children that being 
Canadian was good, but being Aboriginal was bad. This resulted in the alienation of these 
children from their communities, and shame for their own identity. If a child was caught 
“being indigenous”, they would be severely punished, sometimes in the form of severe 
beatings . 

Accusations and convictions have been made for cases of sexual assault in the Residential 
Schools, as well as documents have been found proving that during the 40s and 50s, some 
residential schools carried out nutritional experiments on malnourished children. Letters to 
home were written in English or French, meaning parents couldn’t read them. Children were 
not allowed to interact with each other, and genders were never mixed, stealing from them 
important childhood social development .  

Residential School survivor, Sue Caribou, said in an interview in Ottawa, “I was thrown 
into a cold shower every night, sometimes after being raped... I vowed to myself that if I ever 
get out alive of that horrible place, I would speak up and fight for our rights.” 

The Breach on the Rights of the Child 
These schools, in addition to the Indian Act and other policies, put “Canadians” in a 
position of superiority and advantage to the labeled Aboriginal First Nations. In actuality, in 
their years of enforcement, Residential Schools placed approximately 150,000 children into 
the people type indigenous mentioned earlier; a discriminatory, derogatory categorization. 
The last operating Residential School closed in 1996.

Canada’s Residential Schools:

The History, Part 2, 1939 to 2000

www.mqup.ca

Canada’s Residential Schools:The Legacy
www.mqup.ca

Canada’s Residential Schools: TheHistory, Part 1, Origins to 1939www.mqup.ca
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In 1989, the U.N. General Assembly opened for signatures the Convention on the Rights of the 
Child. In May of 1990, the Canadian government signed the Convention, promising to 
children a respect for their social, economic, health, civil, political, and cultural rights. 
However, in the categorization of Aboriginal First Nations children under type indigenous, 
and the forced boarding of these children at Residential Schools, where attempts would be 
made to drain them of their own culture, the promise to children in 1990 was broken. Thus, 
bringing up the conclusion that Aboriginal First Nations children were thought not to be the 
same people type as Canadian children, and the promise of 1990 did not apply. 

In the Convention on the Rights of the Child, a child is defined as any human person who has 
not yet reached the age of 18. Therefore, child rights are human rights, with specific 
consideration of special attention and care for the unique needs of a child, as distinct from an 
adult . Aboriginal First Nations children, English-Canadian children, French-Canadian 
children, and all other people types of children, were (and still are today) children 
nonetheless. 

A very important point of the Convention on the Rights of the Child is its transformation of 
children into human beings, with a distinct set of rights, instead of their previous status as 
“passive objects for care and charity”. However, because the federal government of Canada 
thought them to be the perfect first step towards assimilation, they excluded these children 
from this transformation and made them back into passive objects for molding

The Aboriginal First Nations Community Today 

There are 617 Aboriginal First Nations tribes remaining today . Aboriginal reserves, or plots 
of land, have been allocated to these communities, where an Aboriginal government is 
chosen to look over the people and organization of the reserve, giving back in this way some 
sovereignty  to the Aboriginal people. 
However, suicide rates are high on 
reserves. The reality remains that 
for over 100 years, about 150,000 
children were put through the 
Residential School system, where 
they were deprived of childhood 
development, deprived of the 
experience of a family and other 
important social structures; 
domestic violence and abuse is high, 
as these children, now adults, 
parents, and spouses, are alien to 
family, and what family love and 
cherishment is. In addition, alcohol 
and substance abuse, 
unemployment rates, and prison 

Metlakatla Indian Residential School Students

occupation, are all high as well 
amongst the Aboriginal First Archives Canada

Aboriginal students attending the Metlakatla Indian Residential School. Library and 

Nations   communities   of   Canada. 
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How Can the Done Be Undone? 

Today, the federal government of Canada has put in place policies for reconciliation, 
removed discriminatory policies of the Indian Act, and in 2008 Prime Minister, 
Stephen Harper, made a national apology to Aboriginal First Nations for the atrocities of 
Residential Schools. 

The work of reconciliation with Aboriginal First Nations communities has begun, but the 
question remains, how can the done be undone? 

Sofia Esmeralda Morales

It 
is 

es
tim

at
ed

 th
at

 a
bo

ut
 1

50
,0

00
 a

bo
rig

in
al

, I
nu

it 
an

d 
M

ét
is 

ch
ild

re
n 

w
er

e 
re

m
ov

ed
 fr

om
 th

ei
r c

om
m

un
iti

es
 a

nd
 fo

rc
ed

 to
 a

tte
nd

 re
sid

en
tia

l s
ch

oo
ls.

 
(L

ib
ra

ry
 a

nd
 A

rc
hi

ve
s C

an
ad

a/
PA

-0
42

13
3)

 

St
ud

en
ts 

at
 S

t. 
M

ic
ha

el'
s I

nd
ia

n 
Re

sid
en

tia
l S

ch
oo

l 



HUMAN RIGHTS NEWS 3/2016

9

Focus 

Accessibility of Rights for People with Disabilities

  Introduction
In the framework of my teaching and research activities I have discoverd a very intersting 
and inspired publication dealing with the current state and challenges of civil and 
political rights of persons with disablities. 
As the authors state ,,...the aim of this policy paper is to identifiy facilitators and barriers 
of exercising selected civil and political rights by persons with disabilities and propose 
measures which might help improve current state...“. 
The policy paper is based on the ANED country report as an input for the 2013 Thematic 
Report on Citizenship and Political Participation in European Countries. 

There are several issues discussed in the paper, but for the purpose of this article I will 
concentrate only on some of them. 
So let’s have a more detailed look at the possibilities of excersing the right to vote by 
persons with disabilities in Slovakia.

  Right to vote...
The principle of equal treatment, or prohibition of discrimination is guaranted in Art. 12 
of the Constitution of the Slovak Republic: ,,Fundamental rights shall be guaranteed in 
the Slovak Republic to everyone regardless of sex, race, colour, language, belief and 
religion, political affiliation or other conviction, national or social origin, nationality or 
ethnic origin, property, descent or any other status. No one shall be aggrieved, 
discriminated against or favoured on any of these grounds.“

According to the Act No. 85/2005 Coll. on political parties and political movements,  the 
right to vote shall be granted to every citizen with Slovak nationality and with a 
permanent residence in Slovakia, every citizen at least 18 years old having full legal 
capacity. There are no special conditions related to a health status of eligible voters.

In the legal framework civil and political rights are guaranted for all and nobody shall be 
discriminated on any ground, including ground of disability. 

However, do people with disabilities also have equal 
opportunities to exercise the right to vote? 

What about the gap between the right granted by law 
and the abilities to exercise it in practise?
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Accessibility of election broadcasting

From the majority population’s point of 
view the election broadcasting during 
election campaign seems not to be 
problematic. However the valid legislation 
does not set out any legal obligation on 
broadcasters to ensure that broadcasting of 
political debates is also accessible for 
disabled. 
People with visual or hear impairment 
have limited access to informations, if they 
are not transleted into Braille script or sign 
language. Consequently they have limited 
possibilities to follow political debates, to 
familiarise themselves with the programme 
of political parties, with competences and 
moral standing of the candidates and to 
make their own choice who they will elect.

    Accessibility of voting procedure

If most of us have already decided who is our favorite, most of us will go/walk to the 
official polling station.
So the mainstream way of voting is to come to the official polling station in the 
election administrative area, fill-in the ballot, put it in the envelope and put the 
envelope into the ballot box in the official polling station. 
However, this way of voting might not be easily available for all eligible voters, 
especialllly for people with disablities.
Therefore there are several aspects of accessibility of the voting procedure, such as:

ASEM seminar, November 8th-10th 2016, Peking 
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However in the final version of the document, creation of legal obligations has been 
replaced with a soft instrument of recommendations. 

In the end none of the three proposals has been included as an obligation in the new 
election act that was approved in 2014.

a) physical accessibility of buildings
b) availability of alternative options for those who cannot vote in a polling stations
c) options for those who themselves cannot fill-in a balot
d) accessible voting for people living in institutions of social care.
For those who cannot come to the polling station due to serious health reasons or 
because of inaccessibility of a building, a mobile box system is available. Concerning the 
voters, who themselves cannot read or write or are not able to fill-in the ballot, an 
assistant is granted to accompany a disabled person.

 Conclusion
Despite no substantial legal barriers in exercising civil and political rights by persons with 
disablities, there may exist other systematic  obstacles creating practical disadvantages for 
these people.
In  order  to  improve   the  voting  standars  for  disalbed,  the  Slovak  Disability  Council 
proposed  three  actions in a new  National  Program on  Improving  Living  Conditions for 
Persons with Disabilities for years 2014-2020:

JUDr. Alexandra Strážnická, LL.M., PhD., 
FSES UK

a) to enalbe persons with disablities to vote using assistive technologies,
b) to make an obligation for political parties to present their programmes ass well as

other election materials at their websites in accessible formats
c) to make an obligation for broadcasters to ensure the accessibility of election

broadcasting especially for people with visual or hear impairment.
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The aim of the conference was 
to provide an update for 
persons with hearing about 
support services and carried out 
charitable activities for 
persons with hearing 
disabilities.
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Michaela Dénešová 

My name is Michaela Dénešová and at this 
moment I´m the first year student of PhD. 
degree at the Faculty of Social and Economic 
Sciences, Comenius University in Bratislava. 
This faculty and its Institute of European 
Studies and International Relations has been 
my alma mater since the beginning of my 
studies at the university. Thanks to its 
amazing potential and a space, which 
provides to students I have decided and got 
chance to spend here three more years which I 
would like to dedicate to further research and 
education. 
The development of my interest with respect to 
specific field of research has lasted entirely 
whole my studies. I believe, that important 
parts of studies at the university, which form 
your interest, are bachelor and master thesis. I 
dedicated my bachelor thesis to elections at 
regional level in my home municipality 
- Banská Bystrica (2013).
My purpose was to answer question, whether the election of Marian Kotleba was a sign for
an increase of far-right attitudes in the region. At the time of my third year at the faculty, I
have started to work for the Slovak non-governmental organization Citizen, Democracy
and Accountability. I´m sure this experience moves a direction of my interests from
studying of far-right parties, their increase and ideology, to possible consequences of this
phenomenon – violation of human rights.
The master degree meant for me deepening of my interest in the field of human rights
through several activities besides the school. I participated at Model of the United Nations
Conference in Prague as delegation of Nicaragua in Economic and Social Council and at
National Model of the United Nations Conference in Rome as delegation of Ireland in the
General Assembly. I attended Regional Academy on the United Nations as well. At work I
have dealt with different topics such as national human rights institutions, examples of
good practices in the area of human rights protection of protection of women rights
before, during and after childbirth. I dedicated my master thesis to the topic of
implementation of the CEDAW Convention in selected areas in Slovakia as a case study.
This research has inspired me to choose further topic for my research and study.

Let's introduce two new Ph.D. students at FSES UK
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In my research I have dealt with the topic of development of human rights norms 
and their spreading across the world and internalization at national level. The basis 
for this topic is concept of norm life cycle by Finnemore and Sikkink (1998), 
which focus on development of international norm. The reason why I focus on 
development of human rights as norms is their interesting position within the 
international space.They have been created at international level under 
international human rights regimes, further developed and deepened under 
regional human rights regimes and at the end their acceptance has been made at 
national level. I believe this research could help me to answer question why there is still 
violation of human rights and which level of whole development is responsible for this 
violation.  Unfortunately, for the purpose of this thesis is not possible to deal with 
whole spectrum of human rights, so at this moment I´m at the stage of narrowing of my 
topic. I believe that I will be able to do it in a short time and through it have possibility 
to continue in my research. 

Clarissa Tabosa

My name is Clarissa Tabosa, 
I was born in Brazil and lived 
there until I was 16, when for 
the first time I had an 
opportunity to live abroad as 
a part of Rotary International 
Youth Exchange program. 
As part of the program I 
studied for a school year in a 
Slovak high school and lived 
with         Slovak        families.
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This gave me the chance to experience Slovak culture and to learn the language. When I 
went back to Brazil I applied to university and started my studies in International 
Relations at the State University of Paraíba, UEPB. There I completed the first year of 
bachelor studies, when in 2011 I decided to apply for a scholarship from the Slovak 
government in order to study bachelor and master degrees at our faculty, FSEV. I have 
been living in Slovakia since then. 
During my bachelor and master degrees I had the opportunity to take part in Model 
United Nations representing the faculty in New York, Rome, and Olomouc. I also 
helped to organize the first Model United Nations at the university level in Slovak, 
SlovakMUN and have been chairing committees at Prague Model United Nations for 
three consecutive years. Taking part at these activities helped to shape my main 
academic fields of interest, to improve my communication skills and it also assisted me 
in building a network of students from different parts of the world. In parallel to my 
studies at FSEV I was also a student at the Regional Academy on the United Nations 
(2015/2016), an initiative to train young scholars on issues related to the work of the 
United Nations. 
Pursuing an academic career was always what I wanted to my future; therefore since the 
beginning of my studies here in Slovakia I knew I want to continue my studies into 
pursing PhD. At the moment I am PhD. candidate at FSEV. My dissertation deals with 
systemic and internal factors that shape and determine immigration policies in different 
European countries. I look at immigration policy through the lenses of different 
international relations theories - realism/neo-realism, transnationalism/globalization 
thesis and liberal institutionalism in order to answer my research questions while 
looking into particular cases in the European Union context. 
Besides my dissertation, in my PhD. 
studies I am also assisting in several 
courses (International Relations’ 
Theories, International Law and 
Political Analysis) and I also teach a 
course on Diplomacy at another 
institution.  In my free time I like to 
travel; I truly enjoy learning about 
different culture, languages and food. I 
also spend my free time reading, 
watching movies and TV series, meeting 
with friends or talking to my family in 
Brazil.  :-)
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Book review 

doc. JUDr. PhDr. Lucia Mokrá, PhD., 
FSES UK 

Protection of the Roma minority under International and European Law  

Anikó Szalai, Den Haag: Eleven International Publishing, 2015, 212 p. 
ISBN: 978-6236-595-7

As the author personally stated in the preface of the publication, “this 
book aims to examine and analyse the development of both the 
universal and the European-level protection of ethnic minorities, 
paying special attention to the Roma.” 
In its content the author very strictly follow the main objective of the 
research, conducting in the area of international and European legal 
surrounding. In the introductory remarks she rely her research on 
the principle of integration in the work with minorities. She quotes, 
that “history shows many different approaches to dealing with 
indigenous groups and minorities, from annihilation, through 
assimilation to integration. It is unquestionable that in the 21st 
century annihilation, genocide and even assimilation are 
unacceptable. Integration is the only adequate long-term solution.” 
Discussion on minorities had started in the 20th century, primarily within the UN system. However, the 
UN Commission on Human Rights and its sub-commissions as part of the universal institutional system 
had received information from the national governments and some statistical data. The international 
responsibility was transferred to the regional organisations as the Council of Europe and OSCE. The 
regional system was later added by the European Union agenda in area of human rights and pro-active 
approach of the European Court of Justice. 
Author in her research reflects all this aspects, from historical development perspective, to current 
understanding and enforcement of minority rights. Environment – national and international – based on 
peace, stability, security and prosperity can only be achieved in societies that promote the integration of 
society while respecting diversity – states author and we have to agree with her. Minority rights legislation 
in the international and European environment is based on the principle of mutual diversity 
understanding and non-discrimination, including concrete minority rights as “the right to existence, the 
possibility of plural identities, participation in the public life and non-discrimination”. Improper 
implementation of the principles, adoption of national legislation contrary to basic values and principles 
in this area led to “numerous ethnic-related conflicts in Europe, as the consequence of wrong political 
choices.” 
Such discrepancies are also related to missing existence of one term or common understanding of 
“minority”. The author definitely contribute to research and development in this area, while considering 
as the minority “groups with a distinct culture, religion or language, which are in a non-dominant position 
economically, socially and/or politically, and which wish to maintain their distinct identity and identify 
themselves as a minority (self-identification) within a state” , reflecting the discussion within the UN 
system and adoption of the Minority Profile and Matrix on the Human Rights Situation of Minorities.  
The book overall is the very interesting and important contribution to the topic of minorities, based on the 
analysis of international, regional and national documents, implementation practices and case law of 
relevant UN bodies, regional bodies and courts. Such special and detail book was missing the surrounding 
of minority rights research and is definitely way how to understand problems of minorities – with its 
identification, discrimination problems, enforcement practice and the socio-cultural problems within the 
majority society having in hands political and decision-making power. 




